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Dear Parents 
I	  can’t	  believe	  we	  are	  already	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  Spring	  term.	  	  This	  short	  
half	  term	  has	  been	  packed	  with	  exci=ng	  curriculum	  experiences	  
including	  Science	  week,	  World	  Book	  Day,	  Wear	  a	  Hat	  day,	  Sport	  Relief,	  	  
Fun	  and	  Fitness	  Food	  workshops,	  Beat	  the	  Street	  launch	  and	  of	  course	  
all	  the	  Easter	  ac=vi=es	  in	  school.	  

Thank	  you	  to	  those	  of	  you	  who	  supported	  the	  children	  with	  the	  Easter	  
bonnet	  and	  Easter	  egg	  designs	  -‐	  we	  had	  some	  amazing	  entries.	  The	  
children	  have	  been	  really	  excited	  about	  the	  ‘Beat	  the	  Street’	  ini=a=ve	  
and	  we	  are	  currently	  8th	  out	  of	  57.	  	  Please	  con=nue	  to	  go	  on	  healthy	  
family	  walks	  to	  con=nue	  to	  gain	  points	  for	  the	  school!	  The	  winning	  
school	  will	  receive	  £1000	  of	  sports	  equipment.	  	  

Parents	  evening	  was	  really	  successful	  last	  week	  with	  349	  parents	  
aVending	  –	  thank	  you	  for	  your	  support.	  

We	  are	  saying	  goodbye	  to	  Mrs	  Wood	  and	  Mrs	  Hutchinson	  at	  the	  end	  of	  
this	  term.	  We	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  them	  for	  their	  con=nued	  hard	  work	  
at	  the	  school.	  They	  will	  be	  missed	  by	  staff	  and	  children	  and	  we	  would	  
like	  to	  wish	  them	  the	  best.	  Mrs	  Timmins	  and	  Mrs	  Allmark	  our	  
lunch=me	  supervisors,	  have	  also	  le[	  during	  this	  term	  –	  we	  would	  like	  
to	  wish	  them	  the	  best.	  	  We	  will	  be	  appoin=ng	  some	  new	  lunch=me	  
supervisors	  next	  term.	  	  We	  will	  be	  welcoming	  Miss	  Foley	  who	  will	  be	  
teaching	  in	  5KW	  next	  term.	  

All	  that	  is	  le[	  to	  say	  is	  that	  we	  hope	  you	  have	  a	  lovely	  and	  hopefully	  
‘warm’	  Easter	  break	  with	  your	  families.	  Thank	  you	  again	  for	  your	  
con=nued	  support.	  We	  look	  forward	  to	  welcoming	  the	  children	  back	  
on	  Tuesday	  12th	  April.	  

Happy	  Easter!	  

     Mrs Nahal 
     (Headteacher) 
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Staff Training/School 
Improvement 

Staff  have received lots of  
valuable training this term. We 
have re launched our 
handwriting scheme ‘Pen Pals’ 
to help both the children and 
the staff  improve their 
handwriting. Children can now 
earn a smencil as a special 
reward for neat, joined 
handwriting. 

To develop our children’s 
questioning skills, staff  took 
part in a training session on 
questioning. They learnt lots of  
exciting ways in which they can 
ask questions in class which 
will help to encourage our 
children to become inquisitive.  

All staff  have received updated 
safeguarding training covering 
many topics, one of  which is 
Prevent. More information 
about this can be found on our 
new school website. 

Building School 
Improvements  

The	  Local	  Authority	  has	  asked	  
that	  we	  take	  30	  extra	  recep=on	  
children	  from	  September	  2016.	  	  
As	  a	  result	  there	  will	  be	  a	  
number	  of	  changes	  going	  on	  
throughout	  the	  school.	  	  A	  
proposal	  has	  been	  put	  together	  
and	  we	  are	  wai=ng	  on	  
approval.	  	  We	  will	  keep	  you	  
posted	  with	  more	  informa=on	  
once	  we	  have	  it.	  	  	  	  	  

    NEWSLETTER 
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IMPORTANT  NEWS
Public Health England (PHE) has reported steep increases in scarlet fever 
notifications across England, with a total of 6,157 new cases since the 
season began in September 2015. This is the third season in a row where 
the incidence of scarlet fever has shown a marked elevation. 
Around 600 cases are being notified each week at present, with further 
increases expected as we reach the peak season, which typically occurs 
between late March and mid-April. 
Early signs to look out for are sore throat, headache and fever with the 
characteristic pinkish/red sandpapery rash appearing within a day or two, 
typically on the chest and stomach but then spreading to other parts of the 
body. Individuals who think they or their child may have scarlet fever 
should seek advice from their GP without delay as prompt antibiotic 
treatment is needed. 

SMSC

We	  are	  very	  pleased	  to	  announce	  that	  we	  have	  been	  awarded	  
with	  The	  Bri=sh	  Council	  Interna=onal	  School	  Award	  –	  
Founda=on	  Level	  recognising	  all	  of	  our	  efforts	  in	  developing	  our	  
children’s	  awareness	  of	  the	  wider	  world.	  

As	  part	  of	  this,	  our	  Year	  4	  pupils	  have	  been	  wri=ng	  to	  pupils	  
from	  our	  Interna=onal	  Partner	  School	  in	  Dubai.	  Our	  Pupil	  
Leadership	  Team	  also	  conducted	  a	  live	  SKYPE	  tour	  of	  our	  school	  
to	  the	  school	  council	  pupils	  in	  Dubai	  who	  were	  extremely	  
impressed	  with	  our	  academy	  themed	  corridors.	  	  

Finally	  our	  two	  year	  group	  chari=es	  this	  term	  were	  Sport	  Relief,	  
led	  by	  Year	  Three	  and	  ‘Wear	  a	  hat’	  day	  in	  aid	  of	  brain	  tumour	  
research,	  led	  by	  Year	  Four.	  Two	  very	  worthwhile	  causes	  and	  we	  
thank	  you	  once	  again	  for	  suppor=ng	  us	  with	  our	  fundraising	  
efforts	  for	  those	  in	  need.	  If	  you	  have	  the	  =me,	  please	  do	  take	  a	  
look	  at	  all	  of	  the	  charity	  cer=ficates	  in	  the	  recep=on	  area	  which	  
highlights	  all	  of	  your	  generosity	  –	  a	  very	  big	  thank	  you	  to	  you	  all.	  
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e-Safety and 
Safeguarding of our 
Children  

Our	  school	  has	  a	  new	  pupil	  –	  Safety	  
Sid!	  Sid	  is	  helping	  to	  keep	  our	  
children	  safe	  by	  giving	  them	  a	  safety	  
=p	  every	  Friday	  in	  assembly.	  So	  far	  
Sid	  has	  shown	  them	  how	  to	  be	  safe	  
when	  riding	  a	  bike,	  when	  travelling	  in	  
a	  car,	  when	  swimming	  or	  playing	  near	  
water	  and	  when	  crossing	  the	  road.	  
We	  look	  forward	  to	  hearing	  about	  
Sid’s	  next	  adventure	  and	  how	  he	  kept	  
safe.	  

The	  police	  have	  visited	  Years	  5	  and	  6	  
to	  talk	  to	  them	  about	  how	  to	  stay	  
safe	  and	  protect	  themselves	  when	  
using	  social	  media	  and	  mobile	  
phones.	  The	  children	  learnt	  some	  
really	  valuable	  =ps	  to	  help	  keep	  them	  
safe.	  

Sports Premium  

We	  are	  pleased	  to	  announce	  that	  
the	  Sports	  premium	  funding	  has	  
been	  extended	  un=l	  2020.	  	  We	  
will	  let	  you	  know	  what	  we	  are	  
planning	  to	  spend	  the	  money	  on	  
in	  the	  summer	  term.	  	  Due	  to	  the	  
success	  of	  speedy	  tots	  in	  
recep=on	  we	  will	  be	  con=nuing	  
this	  in	  the	  summer	  term	  .	  	  We	  
have	  recently	  purchased	  15	  diddi	  
cars	  which	  some	  of	  our	  children	  
have	  already	  started	  using.	  

PFA 

I	  hope	  you	  will	  join	  us	  in	  thanking	  
the	  PFA	  for	  all	  their	  hard	  work	  
over	  this	  term.	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  
arranging	  the	  Mother’s	  Day	  gi[s,	  
the	  Easter	  gi[s,	  Easter	  Raffle	  and	  
the	  KS2	  Disco.	  	  We	  look	  forward	  
to	  seeing	  what	  they	  have	  in	  store	  
for	  us	  in	  the	  summer	  term.	  	  

(Trip to Jewellery qutars)
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Curriculum Topics 
In the Explorers Academy, Nursery children helped to hatch chicks and 
learnt how to care for them as part of their topic ‘Are eggs alive?’’ whilst 
Reception children went on a visit to the fabulous Ash End House Farm 
for their topic ‘Why don’t cows drink milk?” In the Creators academy, 
Year 1 went to The Thinktank, Birmingham via famous Birmingham 
Landmarks for their ‘Bright Lights, Big City’ topic  and Year 2 went to 
Warwick Castle  to explore the Towers, Tunnels and Turrets. 

In the Challengers Academy, Year 3 had a visit from the falconry centre to 
meet and learn all about predatory animals as part of their ‘Predator’ topic 
and Year 4 went on  a trip to The Lickey Hills where they learnt 
orienteering skills. Finally, in the Innovators academy, Year 5 visited 
Birmingham’s Jewellery quarter as part of their ‘Alchemy Island’ topic 
where they took part in Gold panning and learnt about the process of 
making gold – they even came away with a piece of jewellery to treasure 
themselves! And Year 6 visited Oak house in Sandwell as part of their 
study of their class text SPOOCS. Don’t forget to check out the photos on 
the new school website. 

In addition to this, the whole 
school participated in the National 
British Science Week. As a school, 
we were successful in our bid for a 
British Science Association Grant 
which meant that the children were 
able to spend the whole week 
taking part in practical scientific investigations learning all about the 
world around them. We definitely have a few budding Scientists at 
Blackheath!! 

Pupil Leadership Teams 
Our pupil leadership committees have been very busy this term. 
Our Pupil Leadership Team helped out at parents afternoon. 
They may have introduced themselves whilst asking for your 
feedback about our school! Our School Council Committee have 
been collecting ideas from the children about food suggestions for 
our new school menu. Our House Captains have been busy 
finalising their plans for a penalty shoot our in the Summer Term. 
Our School Prefects have been assisting in the school office and 
selling Easter merchandise around the school. Our Digital 
Leaders are currently editing their video on esafety to put on the 
school website. Our School buddies have been busy continuing 
with their Friday certificate initiative where they award children 
for playing nicely at break times. And finally, our Maths 
champions have been busy working in Years 1 and 2, supporting 
groups of children with their learning during Problem Solving 
Friday. Well done children on some fantastic achievements this 
term!

Blackheath Primary �3

Parent Partnership  

A	  School	  Nurse	  will	  be	  available	  for	  
parents	  to	  come	  and	  meet	  with	  to	  
discuss	  any	  health	  issues	  or	  concerns	  
you	  may	  have	  about	  your	  child	  on	  
Wednesday	  4th	  May.	  	  	  The	  Nurse	  will	  
be	  available	  from	  9.00am	  un=l	  
11.00am	  on	  a	  drop	  in	  basis.	  Please	  
report	  to	  school	  recep=on	  between	  
these	  =mes	  to	  access	  this	  service.	  	  

A	  variety	  of	  School	  Holiday	  ac=vi=es	  
can	  be	  found	  on	  Sandwell	  
Metropolitan	  Borough	  Council	  
website	  for	  your	  child	  to	  access.	  

Well	  done	  to	  all	  of	  our	  morning	  and	  
a[ernoon	  Nursery	  Parents	  who	  have	  
now	  completed	  the	  PEAL	  programme.	  
We	  hope	  you	  enjoyed	  this	  as	  much	  as	  
we	  did!	  Kate	  and	  Mrs	  Reay.	  

Attendance and Lateness  

AVendance	   is	   currently	   95.9%	  
exc luding	   Nursery	   and	   95.5%	  
including	   Nursery.	   This	   is	   sadly	   short	  
of	  our	  target	  of	  97%.	  We	  would	  like	  to	  
congratulate	   the	   many	   parents	   who	  
make	   sure	   their	   children	   aVend	  
school	   regularly	   and	   ensure	   these	  
children	  are	  rewarded	  for	  their	  100%	  
aVendance	  with	  values	  points.	  

If	  you	  have	  any	  concerns	  about	  your	  
child’s	  aVendance	  or	  punctuality	  
please	  so	  not	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  us,	  
we	  will	  be	  happy	  to	  try	  and	  support	  
you	  in	  any	  way	  we	  can.	  

(Easter Bonnet)

(Year 4 at Lickey Hills)
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Events and Date 
INSET DAY – Mon 11TH APRIL 

Yr 6 visit to Oxford  -  Mon 18th April 

Yr 5 visit to Symphony Hall- Tue 19th April 

Whole School Sponsored Bounce – Tue 3rd May 

School closed to pupils for voting – Thur 5th May 

KS2 SATS  - start Monday 9th May 

Reception & KS1 Disco - Wed 18th May 

Reception Inspire Day – Thur 19th May 

School Photos – Tue 24th May 

School Closes for half  term -  Fri 27th May 

Reminders
School	  Bank	  -‐	  23rd	  March,	  20th	  April,	  4th	  May,	  8th	  ,29th	  June	  and	  13th	  
July.	  Those	  who	  signed	  up	  at	  parents	  evening	  will	  be	  receiving	  an	  
applica=on	  form	  shortly	  

Polling	  days-‐	  We	  are	  closed	  to	  pupils	  on	  the	  following	  dates:	  	  
5th	  May	  and	  23rd	  June	  

Drive	  Carefully	  -‐	  	  There	  have	  been	  a	  few	  incidents	  reported	  this	  term	  
of	  parents	  driving	  irresponsibly	  in	  and	  around	  the	  school	  entrance.	  
Please	  take	  care	  of	  our	  children	  and	  drive	  safely.	  May	  we	  also	  please	  
take	  this	  opportunity	  to	  remind	  parents	  that	  the	  staff	  car	  park	  is	  not	  to	  
be	  used	  to	  drop	  off	  or	  collect	  pupils	  at	  any	  =me	  during	  the	  day.	  Thank	  
you	  

The	  school	  garden	  is	  currently	  being	  transformed	  by	  pupils	  aVending	  
gardening	  club	  with	  Mr	  Walker,	  our	  Vice	  Chair	  of	  Governors.	  The	  
children	  have	  requested	  dona=ons	  of	  used	  or	  new	  FLOWER	  POTS	  	  of	  all	  
shapes	  and	  sizes.	  If	  you	  are	  able	  to	  help	  please	  send	  dona=ons	  into	  
class	  during	  the	  first	  week	  back.	  

Parent	  Pay	  -‐	  Thank	  you	  for	  comple=ng	  the	  email	  request	  form	  this	  
term.	  If	  you	  haven't	  already	  done	  so	  please	  return	  this	  form	  to	  school	  
as	  soon	  as	  possible.	  	  	  This	  informa=on	  is	  vital	  for	  the	  set	  up	  our	  new	  
system.	  Addi=onal	  informa=on	  regarding	  Parent	  Pay	  will	  be	  provided	  
a[er	  the	  holiday.	  We	  thank	  you	  in	  advance	  for	  your	  co-‐opera=on.	  

Parent	  View	  Can	  you	  please	  take	  10	  minutes	  to	  fill	  in	  Parent	  View,	  link	  
detailed	  below.	  	  The	  link	  is	  also	  available	  on	  our	  website.	  
hVps://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?des=na=on=give-‐your-‐views	  

School Meal Thank you for completing the lunch choice form that 
was sent out this term.  A few parents are concerned how their child 
will remember what they have ordered so far in advance.  We have 
put a number of processes in place to help you and your children 
remember.  Firstly you can request your menu choices form so  that 
you have a copy of exactly what has been ordered for each day.  Also 
all lunchtime staff will have a list of what each child has ordered.  
Each child will then be given a token, for example a green token if 
they have chose a vegetarian option a yellow token if they are having 
a cheese roll on a particular day.  
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Pupil premium 

Pupil	  premium	  funding	  con=nuing	  
to	  impact	  on	  pupils	  achievement.	  
Recent	  data	  shows	  that	  pupils	  on	  
a	  whole	  are	  progressing	  well	  and	  
we	  have	  recently	  been	  no=fied	  by	  
the	  SSAT	  network,	  that	  we	  have	  
won	  an	  award	  for	  being	  in	  the	  top	  
10%	  in	  the	  country	  for	  Children’s	  
Progress.	  

New	  technology	  in	  the	  Innovators	  
academy	  is	  being	  embedded	  well,	  
helping	  to	  engage	  pupils	  with	  
their	  learning.	  

The	  school	  is	  now	  reviewing	  
future	  spending	  of	  this	  funding	  to	  
support	  reading.	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  
upda=ng	  you	  on	  this	  in	  the	  next	  
leVer.	  	  

Governor Update  

Once	  again	  what	  a	  brilliant	  half	  
term,	  our	  school	  really	  is	  moving	  
forward.	  	  We	  have	  appointed	  a	  
new	  Governor	  this	  term,	  Lisa	  
Westwood.	  	  I	  hope	  you	  will	  join	  
me	  in	  welcoming	  her	  to	  the	  
Governing	  Body.	  	  Parent	  
Consulta=on	  mee=ngs	  were	  a	  
huge	  success,	  we	  welcome	  and	  
thank	  you	  for	  your	  con=nued	  
support.	  	  I	  hope	  you	  all	  received	  
the	  parent	  feedback	  comments	  
from	  the	  day.	  	  If	  not	  please	  
contact	  the	  school	  office	  for	  a	  
copy.	  	  The	  children	  are	  on	  task	  
and	  enjoying	  their	  work	  in	  and	  
around	  school.	  	  On	  behalf	  of	  the	  
Governing	  body	  I	  would	  like	  to	  
wish	  you	  and	  your	  families	  a	  very	  
happy	  Easter,	  see	  you	  all	  next	  half	  
term.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Jill	  Rushton	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chair	  of	  Governors	  
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