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Dear Parent/Carers,        22nd September 2017 
 
Recently there have been a number of guidance changes from the Local Authority regarding holidays and 
fines. We would like to inform parents therefore that from September 25th 2017, the school Governors 
have adopted the new guidance from the Local Authority. Penalty notices can be issued to parents/carers, 
following certain unauthorised periods of Leave of Absence. The school simply does not want our families 
to be fined! We are here to help and advise at all times.  

Guidance states: 

 If you take an unauthorised leave of absence of 5 school days or more within a 5 week 
period, Sandwell Attendance Services will fine you £60(per child per adult). 

 
Again, the school do not want this for our families! 

 
 This would also be the case for children who are sick for 5 days or more within a 5 week period, 

without medical evidence. Sandwell may also have to review pupils who are persistently absent 
without medical evidence. 

The school office therefore is more than happy to support you with how to gather appropriate medical 
evidence, to help, when your children are sick. 

 
Please therefore do not put yourself or the school in a difficult situation where you are unhappy that 
you have received a fine. Further information is available on Sandwell’s website. 
 
Authorised absences, as outlined in our policy remain the same and will only be given in extreme 
circumstances, e.g.: 
Examples of any exceptional circumstances where leave 

may be granted during term time –  
evidence may be requested 

(AUTHORISED) 

Examples of circumstances NOT considered as 
exceptional 

(NOT AUTHORISED) 

 Funeral of parent, grandparent or sibling  

 Sudden loss of housing  

 Out of school programmes such as music, arts or 
sport operating at a high standard of achievement 
and agreed by the LA  

 Weddings of parents and siblings (1 day) 

 Religious observance - this would include the Islamic 
Eids, as well as religious observance days of the 
Orthodox Christian, Jewish and other religions (1 day 
only) 

 Holidays abroad during term time 

 Holidays abroad for the purpose of visiting a sick 
relative or family event. Where an application is 
made, evidence may be needed 

 Pilgrimages by parents (eg. Hajj). These are rare but 
can result in children being away from school for 
significant periods of time (at least 5 days).  

 Holidays taken in term time due to lower 
cost/parental work or personal commitments.  

 

The school is bound by OFSTED to improve attendance, stating ‘Attendance is improving for most pupil 
groups, but the overall figure is not yet in line with the national average. Some pupils are absent from 

school too often and arrive late. Some parents continue to take their children on unauthorised term-time 
leave and holidays.’ 

Mr D.Walker 
 
 
On behalf of Blackheath Governing Body. 


