
 
 
 

 
Reading at Home 

At Blackheath Primary School, our ultimate aim is for our pupils to foster a love for  
reading whilst having the skills to have a high level of understanding and comprehension 
for lifelong reading. In School, we provide our pupils with a reading rich curriculum where 
they have the opportunity to read across different subjects and topics. Pupils also have 
access to a levelled, colour banded reading scheme and will bring home a school reading 
book at an appropriate reading level for them.  
If you have any questions or concerns about reading at our school, please do not hesitate 
to speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 

Why is reading so important? 
1. Reading helps build communication skills—learning to read helps your child to  
          communicate and interact with others. 
2.      Reading opens the imagination—unlocks a world of creativity   and experiences. 
3.      Reading has a positive impact on progress at school—reading is an important step in     
 your child’s education and will help with understanding in other subjects. 
4.      Reading can improve mental health—frequent reading for pleasure can help your   
 child’s well being. 
5.     Reading is a fundamental life skill— reading skills should be learnt at an early age to 
 help  them deal with challenges and issues they meet in  later life. 

 

        Tips for reading at home with your child 
          Create a routine—try to read at the same time everyday which means you are  
          more likely to stick to it. Reading at bedtime is a good idea. 

 Make time to read little and often—reading together does not have to take a  
long time ; just 10 minutes a day makes a positive impact. 

Prepare a reading environment—find a quiet comfortable space. 

Engage and support when reading—your main task is to check accuracy of word 
read/decoding. 

 
 Use the notes in the front and back of the books to help and ask questions or talk 

about the story. 
      

Praise after reading—it is important to offer encouragement. Always try to praise 
even if the session has not been successful. 
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Reef’s Retreat—How it works 
Your child will be given their own reef starfish which will be displayed in class and a 
reading bookmark for each half term which are named after oceans and The Great 
Barrier Reef. 

 
Every time your child reads at home with you, please make sure you sign their  
planner—why not make a comment to let your child’s teacher know how well they  
have done! 

 
To achieve a ‘bubble’ on their ocean bookmark, your child needs to read at home  
at least two times a week. Planners are checked regularly and if your child has at 
least two signatures, they will be given a bubble on their ocean bookmark in class. 

 
Once they have achieved six bubbles on their bookmark, they will receive a reading 
reward for that ocean and move their Reef Starfish to the next ocean on the map in 
their classroom. The reward is presented in whole school celebration assemblies 

Other Rewards 
Reader of the week 
Class Teachers will select one child per week who has achieved ‘reader of the week’ for 
their efforts in reading. If your child is chosen, they will be presented with a certificate in 
our whole school assembly to bring home. 
Other incentives such as stickers and values points will be given out individually by class 
teachers. 

Tip—Why not visit Reef’s Retreat in the morning when you come to school  
(from 08:30am to 08:45 am) in either the playground or The Reading Lounge  

(weather dependent), we have a great range of banded books to choose from.   
           This counts towards collecting the reading bubbles!! 

        New for 2018 – Star Reader  
For Outstanding contribution towards their reading, one child will be  
selected per class, per term (Autumn, Spring, Summer) to receive the Star 
Reader reward. There will be a very special reward for these pupils—keep 
a look out for more information 


