
                                                        
     
 

January 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year!  We hope you had a happy and restful Winter break.  It certainly was a busy Autumn term and the children were 
ready for a well deserved holiday by the end of it.  Thank you for your huge generosity – your many Christmas gifts and warm wishes 
were much appreciated by the staff team. The children have returned in good spirits so here’s to safe, happy and successful Spring 
Term. 
 
Mrs Hytch & Mrs McElwee 
Headteachers 
 
   Staffing 

We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Hughes in Year 1 as she moves on to pastures new. Mrs Toennigs will be returning after 
Easter as class teacher for 1H five days a week.  From February half term until Mrs Toennigs returns, to ensure there is 
continued quality teaching and consistency we will be welcoming back temporarily Mrs Reay and Mrs Kindon.  Mrs Kindon 
will be teaching Monday and Friday and Mrs Reay Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We are in the process of appointing a 
permanent replacement for Mrs Hulagu in Nursery.  
 

Parent Consultation meetings  
Parent meetings will take place on Wednesday 4

th
 March. Due to staff training, appointments to see teachers of classes 5J & 

6P will only be available from 1.30-3.00pm. Additional appointments for these classes will be offered on Wednesday 11
th

 
March. Details of this will be provided in due course.  

 

Attendance & lateness 

Attendance continues to be an OFSTED focus area. We remind parents that children need to be in school and on time. 
Whenever your child is unwell, please seek advice from the School Attendance Officer (Ms Hebberts) via the School Office, 
who is always happy to help and support. Please also remember that the school asks parents not to take holidays during 
school time.  
 

School Uniform 

The children have been reminded that novelty headbands (with ears, horns or pom poms etc), should not be worn. Also in 
line with school policy, hairstyles with patterns, brightly coloured hair or Mohawks are not allowed. Recently children have 
been coming to school wearing dangly earrings and necklaces. To keep your children safe, please ensure that the only 
jewellery worn is a studded earring.  
 

Lost property – labelling your uniform 

We are asking all parents to label their child’s uniform items.  Any lost uniform, in good condition that is not claimed and 
does not have a name on, will be sold on our uniform discount rail which is available every Monday in the Lounge during 
Reefs Retreat.  

 

School Meals 

The current menu will run until April 2020. Please continue to book your meals online. Note that this is a flexible system 
whereby pupils can choose to take meals on an adhoc basis. Please take the opportunity to look at the menu and encourage 
your child to try some school meals. Eating with their peers can encourage positive lunchtime experiences and give them the 
confidence to try new foods.  
 

Packed Lunches/Healthy Eating 

Our aim is to ensure packed lunches brought from home and consumed in school provide pupils with healthy nutritious food.  
It is also important to ensure pupils have access to a water bottle. It has been recognised that children’s concentration and  
behaviour improves when they drink water through the day and have a balanced meal. We will be providing some additional 
guidance to help parents with snacks and lunchboxes, so please look out for this letter. On a similar note can we please 
request that pupils avoid having food items in their lunchbox that may be harmful to other pupils e.g nuts. Can we please 
also ask that your child only eats food that is intended for them and that they do not exchange food with other children. 
 

School Closures 

May we remind you that should the school be closed due to inclement weather, parents will be notified by text message. 
Alternatively, you can check the school website or the Sandwell Council website.  
 

Privacy notice 

The School's Privacy Notice for pupils has been updated and can be found on the school website. 

 

 



 

Congratulations to all of the children who achieved their reading badges at the end of last term. 
 

 Pacific Ocean Award        Indian Ocean Award     The next reading award is the Atlantic Ocean Award  

   
KS1 150 pupils KS1 59 pupils 

KS2 149 Pupils KS2 73 pupils 

                                         
Remember: Reading at least twice a week at home = ONE BUBBLE 

SIX BUBBLES = A Reading Award 
 

 

Spring term topics 2020 
 

We thought you would like to know what your children are learning about in their topics this term. All topics will include a ‘Stunning 

Start’ in the form of a Memorable Experience (trip or workshop) and will result in the Fabulous Finish Exhibition.  

 

Year Topic Outcome Subject Focus 

Nursery Living Things  

 

 'What are Living things? Looking at growing plants & food and 
focus on farm animals and tadpoles too! 

 

Reception Living Things  

 

To learn about similarities and differences in relation to living 
things and the environment. We will make observations of 
plants and animals and discuss life cycles. 

 

Year 1 Bright Lights Big City To teach children about the UK’s bustling capital city. This 

project develops children’s knowledge of key locations, 

transport, the Royal Family, contrasting places and events that 

have shaped London’s past. 

Geography, English. 

Also covered: Computing; Design and 

technology; History; Mathematics; 

Music; PSHE; Science. 

Year 2 Street Detectives To teach children about their local area. This project develops 
children’s knowledge of key landmarks, services and the 
community, how these have changed over the years and what 
they, as the young generation, can do for their local area. 

History, English. 

Also covered: Art and design; 

Computing; Design and technology; 

Geography; Mathematics; Physical 

education; PSHE; Science. 

Year 3 Gods & Mortals Develop children’s knowledge of the ancient Greeks with Gods 

and Mortals, our pre-planned and comprehensively resourced 

history project. Our high-quality teaching resources help Year 3 

children learn how and when the ancient Greek civilisation 

flourished, and understand their culture, armies and heroes 

History, English. 

Also covered: Art and design; 

Computing; Design and technology; 

Geography; Mathematics; Physical 

education; PSHE. 

Year 4 Traiders & Raiders   Develop children’s knowledge of Britain’s early invaders and 

settlers with our pre-planned and comprehensively resourced 

history project, Traders and Raiders. Our high-quality teaching 

resources help children learn about Anglo-Saxon and Viking 

culture, chronology and key events. 

History, English. 

Also covered: Art and design; 

Computing; Design and technology; 

Geography; Mathematics; Music; 

Physical education. 

Year 5 Allotment Develop children’s knowledge of plants, agriculture and where 

food comes from with our pre-planned, comprehensively 

resourced Year 5 geography project, Allotment. Our high-quality 

teaching resources help children learn about plant reproduction, 

cooking, nutrition and land use across the world. 

Geography, English. 

Also covered: Art and design; 

Computing; Design and technology; 

Mathematics; PSHE; Science. 

Year 6 Revolution Use the Year 6 history project, A Child’s War, to help children 

understand the cause and effect of the Second World War and 

develop empathy for what it was like to be a child at the time. 

Our high-quality resources will also teach children about 

significant events and people. 

History; English. 

Also covered: Computing; Design and 

technology; Geography; Music; 

Physical education; PSHE. 

               

   

  


