
 
  

Gr8! Words 
Key Vocabulary you will learn and use 

Word Definition 

castle Large building that was built in 
the past to protect against 
attack. 

chronology  The order in which events 
happened. 

engineer A person who designs and builds 
structures. 

tunnel An underground passage built 
through a hill or under a road, 
building or river. 

tower A tall, narrow building. 

Victorian A person who lived during the Victorian 
period. 

structure Something that has been built 
from parts like a large building. 

Industrial  
Revolution 

The time, around 1760, when 
work started to be done more 
by machines in factories than by 
hand. 

Retrieval Facts 
What I need to know to help me with this topic 

Locating continents - Geography Year 1                                                                     
Changes over time - History Year 1                                           
Order events chronologically - time line History Year 1 
 
 Key Dates  

100 BC Iron age hill forts 
500 AD Saxon Ditch and Rampart castles 
1068 Norman Motte and bailey castles 
1150 Stone keep and curtain wall castles 
1270 Concentric circle and courtyard castles 
1300 Medieval fortified manor house 
1806 Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
1944 The Great Escape 

Key Locations 
 

Castles 

 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

 

 

 
Scan here to find out more information 

 Towers, Tunnels and Turrets  
Knowledge Organiser 

 

Year 
2 

 

Key Questions you will be able to answer 
 

x What happened during The Great Escape? 
x Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel? 
x When were the first castles built? 
x What were the first castles made out of? 
x Did all castles have a moat and a 

gatehouse? 
 

Lesson Sequence  
Understand why maps are useful – 
Geography 
Know how castles have changed over time 
– History 
Locate famous towers around the words – 
Geography 
Learn about ‘The Great Escape’ in WW2 – 
History 
Learn about the life and work of Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel – History 

 
 

Wider Reading 
Books, websites and other sources you may find helpful 

   See Inside Castles by Katie Daynes  (Author), David Hancock (Illustrator) 

    100 Facts Knights and Castles Paperback – 1 May 2006 by Jane Walker (Author) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Portsmouth – Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s place of birth. 

Poland – The Great Escape 



 

Homework Menu 
Date to be returned: Monday 6th December 2021 

 
 

Sticky Knowledge 
 

1. Isambard Kingdom Brunel was a famous mechanical and civil engineer who built bridges, 

tunnels, railway lines, docks and ships during the Industrial Revolution.  
 

2. Brunel was born on 9th April 1806 in Portsmouth.  
 

3. Brunel was appointed chief engineer for the Great Western Railway in 1833. He worked on 

the London to Bristol line, but also built stations such as Paddington Station.  
 

 

4. A castle is a type of structure, often built hundreds of years ago by an important person, such 
as a lord or king. 
 
 

5. A castle helped a lord or king to control his land and protect his family  and riches from 
invading enemies.  Most castles were built on hills and had high walls and towers. 

6. Stalag Luft III held thousands of captured Allied airmen during WW2 and was considered one of the 

hardest to escape from. Nothing was to deter RAF Squadron Leader Roger Bushell, who thought of the plan for 
the mass escape in 1943. 

 

Use the internet and 
books to find out 

about some famous 
engineers. 

 

Make a detailed 
drawing of a castle 

and label the 
interesting features. 
 
 

Design and make a 
model of a famous 

structure - Tower of 
London, Statue of 

Liberty. 
 
 



 


