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Gr8! Words 
Key Vocabulary you will learn and use 

Word Definition 

Expedition A group journey with a particular purpose 

Explorer Someone who travels to undiscovered places 

Ice Sheet 
A thick sheet of ice that 
has detached from a 
glacier 

Indigenous People or things that have always been 
in a country 

Inuit Indigenous people who live in the Arctic 
regions 

Particle A tiny piece of matter that makes up a 
solid, liquid or gas 

Precipitation Water vapour that falls to the ground as 
rain, sleet, hail or snow. 

Sea Ice A thin, fragile layer of frozen sea water. 

Retrieval Facts 
What I need to know to help me with this topic 
How to use a map and an atlas - Geography Year 3     Human and physical features – Geography Year 5 
Continents, Oceans and Seas - Geography Year 1 and 2      Seasonal weather and Climate - Geography Year 1 
  

Key Dates  
 

June 1910 – Scott and a team of 36 men set sail from Cardiff, Wales in the ‘Terra Nova’ 
January 1911 – Scott and his team arrive in Antarctica 
10th April 1912 - The Titanic begins her maiden voyage 
15th April 1912– The Titanic sank 
8th August 1914 – Ernest Shackleton began his expedition 
 

Key Locations 
	

Robert Falcon Scott Polar Exploration 

Key Questions you will be  
able to answer 

• Who invented the Titanic? 

• Why did the Titanic sink? 

• When was the Titanic created and when did it sink? 

• What is the climate like in the poles? 

• How do animals survive in the arctic?  

• Who are the Inuit people? 

• How do the Northern Lights happen? 

Lesson Sequence 
 

Geography: Understand the tropical belts on Earth. 

History: Understand the History of polar exploration. 

Geography: Understand the Earth’s Geographic grid system. 

History: Know about famous historical British Antarctic expeditions. 

History: Understand the causes and consequences of the Titanic disaster. 

Geography: Understand Prime Meridian and world time zones. 

Geography: Understand geographical similarities and differences between the 

Arctic and Antarctica. 

DT: Research, Design, Make and Evaluate a product for a polar expedition. 

 
 
 

Wider Reading 
 

Here are some websites and books you could read for more information on our topic: 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8mpfg8/articles/zng8jty 

• https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-ernest-shackleton/ 

• Arctic Animals by Mary Ann Rogers 

• Shakleton’s Journey by William Grill  

 

Antarctica 

Arctic Circle 

The Titanic 

 
Scan here to find out more information 
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Sticky Knowledge 
 

 
1. The Arctic region is found in the Northern Hemisphere and includes parts of Canada, Alaska, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Greenland and Iceland along with the Arctic 

Ocean. Temperatures can reach -68°C in the winter months, making it one of the coldest places on Earth. 

2.The Antarctic region is found in the Southern Hemisphere and is the world’s fifth largest continent. It is coveredin an ice sheet that is up to 4.8 km thick. It is the coldest, driest, 

highest and windiest continent on Earth. Temperatures can reach -89°C, there is no precipitation and wind speeds can reach 80 km per hour in some areas. 

 

3.Auroras are displays of coloured lights seen in the skies near the North and South Poles. The lights are created when electrically charged particles from the Sun collide with 

oxygen and nitrogen gas particles in the Earth’s atmosphere. The Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights, can be seen from Norway, Finland, Sweden, Iceland, Canada and as far south 
as Scotland and northern England. The Aurora Australis, or Southern Lights, are more difficult to see as the lights are mostly seen around Antarctica and the southern Indian 
Ocean. 

	

4. On 15th April 1912, the RMS Titanic sank in the Atlantic Ocean after hitting an iceberg. The ship was on its first voyage from Southampton, UK to New York, USA. The Ship had 

been labelled ‘unsinkable’ and only carried enough lifeboats for half the number of people on board. Around 1500 of the 2224 passengers and crew died. 
 
 

5.Robert Falcon Scott, or ’Scott of the Antarctic’, was a famous polar explorer.Between 1901 and 1904, Scott commanded his first expedition to the Antarctic. The team, which also 

included the famous explorer Ernest Shackleton, reached further south than anyone before but failed to reach the South Pole. Scott was disappointed not to have reached the Pole 
and immediately began to plan his second expedition. 
	

6. In 1910, Scott set off on his second expedition tobecome the first person to reach the South Pole. Theterrible conditions and lack of working equipment made the journey very 

difficult. On 17th January 1912, Scott reached the South Pole, only to find that another explorer,Roald Amundsen, had arrived first. Exhausted, Scott and his team members headed 
home but died of starvation 
 
 
 
and exposure on 29th March 1912, less than 20 km from 
• their supply depot. 
	

Homework Menu 
Date to be returned:  

	

 
 
 

	

	

Research the average temperature or 
hours of sunshine each month in the 
Arctic and the Antarctic. Can you 

create a graph to show both sets of 
data? 

Create a holiday brochure for a new 
travel company which arranges visit 
to the Arctic. Use powerful images 

and text to tempt customers! 

Make a 3D model of your favourite 
Arctic animal. Can you take photos 

step by step? 


